PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


ROYAL ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON 
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Voutume 11. No. 8, 1946. 


GENERAL MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, 16TH OcToBER, 1946, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


1. Confirmation of the Proceedings of the General Meeting held on 2nd October, 
1946. 


2. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 


3. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 
4. Additions to the Library. 
Presented. 
Whitehead, S. B.: Honey bees and their management. 8vo. London, 
1946. 


Lima, A. da Costa: Insetos do Brasil. Tomo4. 8vo. Rio de Janeiro, 
1943. [The author. ] 


Snelgrove, L. E.: Queen rearing. 8vo.’ Bleadon, Somerset, 1946. 
[The author. ] 


Ackworth, B.: The cuckoo and other bird mysteries. 8vo. London, 
1946. [Mr. P. Siviter Smith.} [This work contains observations on 
the flight of insects. ] 


Brues, C. T.: Insect dietary. An account of the food habits of insects. 
8vo. Cambridge, Mass., 1946. 


Purchased. 


Stephenson, E. M., and Stewart, C.: Animal camouflage. 8vo. 
Harmondsworth, Middx, 1946. 


In addition, separates have been presented by Dr. A. da Costa Lima, 
Mr. H. St. J. K. Donisthorpe, the University of Copenhagen, and 
the Freshwater Biological Association of the British Empire. 


5. Admission of Fellows. 
6. Communications. 


(1) Professor P. A. Buxton, F.R.S. 
Carriage of feather by Empid. 
[ Abstract. | 


In August 1946 a male Hmpis livida L. was caught carrying a feather, at 
the edge of Rydalwater, Westmorland. Attention was first attracted by a 
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whitish feather, moving about in an erratic manner a couple of feet from the 
eround among bracken (Pteris aquilina). The fly was carrying the feather in 
its legs and retained it for some time after it had been captured in a glass tube. 
There was no suggestion at all that both fly and feather had been entangled 
in a spider’s web, and it is certain that the fly was acting “ voluntarily ”. The 
feather is apparently a body feather of some small Passerine. It is very soft, 
about 20 x 15 mm. The specimen has been placed in the Hope Museum at 
Oxford. 


(2) Dr. Hugh B. Coit. 
Warning coloration among birds. 
[ Abstract. ] 


Experiments carried out in the Middle East (1941-44), using the Hornet 
(Vespa orientalis) as indicator, reveal a wide range of edibility in the flesh of 
birds of different species. Among 38 species tested—which included members 
of several Passerine families (Orioles, Finches, Buntings, Larks, Wagtails, Tits, 
Flycatchers, Shrikes, Bulbuls, Warblers, Chats and Swallows) and of other 
orders (Wrynecks, Bee-eaters, Hoopoes, Owls, Storks, Herons and Doves)— 
there is a general inverse correlation between conspicuousness of the plumage 
and palatability of the flesh. Species rated as most palatable include those 
with the most effective cryptic coloration and habits (Crested Lark, Wryneck), 
while those of lowest grade edibility are without exception species rendered 
highly conspicuous in the field by their habits and coloration (European and 
Red-rumped Swallows, Golden Oriole, Hoopoe, Masked Shrike, Common and 
Pied Kingfishers, Mourning and White-rumped Black Chats). 

This inverse correlation appears to hold even within the limits of certain 
families and genera (FRINGILLIDAE, PLoceipar, Motacilla and Coraciiformes). 
Two striking exceptions are provided by the Buff-backed Heron and White 
Stork, which combine conspicuousness with relative or high palatability : both 
species—the largest birds tested—are gregarious, with powers of defence 
rendering them relatively non-vulnerable to predatory attack. Further 
experiments and observations suggest that the food preferences of the cat and 
man are in general agreement with those of the hornet. 

The investigation has been extended, in terms of the palatability of the 
flesh to man, over a wide range of birds, and the evidence suggests that the 
above-mentioned correlation applies to birds in general: species, of many 
diverse orders, which are relatively vulnerable tending to be either cryptic and 
palatable or conspicuous and distasteful; while relatively non-vulnerable 
species may combine conspicuousness with palatability. Evidence that 
conspicuous plumage subserves an aposematic function is derived from a study 
of behaviour in the field, and extends the application of the theory of warning 
colours to birds as a class. 


_ (3) Communications and exhibits the titles of which have been received 
since the circulation of these agenda. 


Fellows are particularly requested to bring suitable exhibits to the General 
Meetings even though it may not be possible to announce their intention to 
do so before the meeting. 


If circumstances permit tea will be served in the Library before the meeting. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 2ND OctoBER, 1946. 
Professor G. D. Hale Carpenter, M.B.E., D.M., President, in the Chair. 
Present, 69 Fellows and 17 Visitors. 


The minutes of the meeting held on 5th June, 1946, were confirmed, and 
signed by the President. 


The names of the following candidates for election were read :—For the 
first time: H. Ashforth, M. L. Braddell, W. J. S. Bythell, O.B.E., M.D., B.A., 
Pére A. de Cooman, A. E. Curtis, R. M. Dobson, A. J. Duarte, J. Ford, Capt. 
I. R. H. Allan, G. 8. Harrison, R. G. Webster Kay, Mrs. M. J. Morgan, B.Sc., 
F. A. Perkins, G. Dick Read, M.A., M.D., P. J. Rennie, A.R.C.S., and R. C. 
Sharma. 


For the second time: Miss Vere Temple, F. H. Latham, J. N. Thornton, 
J. J. Steyn, J. F. Graham and N. A. Janjua, M.Sc. 


The Secretary announced that the following had been elected Fellows 
of the Society :—J. L. C. Banks, c/o H.Q., B.O.A.C., Sharia Beihler, Cairo, 
Egypt; Francis J. Griffin, A.L.A., 29, Bushy Park Gardens, Teddington, 
Middx; H. G. Khalsa, M.Sc., Zoology Department, Leeds University, Leeds, 2; 
R. M. Handfield-Jones, M.C., M.S., F.R.C.S., 149, Harley Street, London, W.1; 
Lt.-Col. W. G. B. Hawley, D.S.0., Amber Cottage, Bodenham, nr. Salisbury ; 
W. H. R. Lumsden, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., Dept. of Entomology, London School 
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, London, W. C.1; E. T. Nielsen, 
D.Ph., Pilehuset Frederiksvaerk, Denmark; S. Pradhan, D.Sc., Rothamsted 
Experimental Station, Harpenden, Herts; F. C. Reeve, F.Z.S., 42, Cromwell 
Road, Hove, Sussex. 


Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 


Dr. D. L. Gunn, Mr. Pentland Hick, Mr. D.S. Kettle, Dr. W. H. R. Lumsden, 
Major F. B. Notley, Mr. R. E. Parsons, Dr. 8. Pradhan, Mr. P. G. Shute, Mr. 
L. E. Snelgrove, and Mr. J. Vinson signed the Obligation Book and were 
admitted as Fellows. 


The following papers accepted for publication in the Transactions were read 
in title :— 
“Notes on Amazonian Odonata in the Leeds Museum. Continuation and 


conclusion,” by F. C. Fraser. ie 
“ Qtudies on the Chinese Gall-Nuts. 1. On the classification of the Chinese 


Gall Aphid, with descriptions of three new genera and six new species from 
Meitan, Kweichow,” by P. H. Tsai and C. Tang. . > 

“The structure, bionomics and distribution of Prionus coriarius L.,” by 
K. A. J. Duffy. be . 

On the Ethiopian Diaspidini (Coccoidea),” by W. J. Hall. 

‘The ‘ gin-traps’ of some beetle pupae; a protective device which appears 
to be unknown,” by H. E. Hinton. 


Communications were made by Dr. J. R. Busvine and Dr. E. Ungureanu (a 
visitor), abstracts of which appeared on p. 24. 


Professor Needham was unavoidably prevented from making his communi- 
cation outlined on p. 24. 
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In the discussion which followed Dr. Ungureanu’s talk, Professor P. A. 
Buxton pointed out that hitherto no means had been discovered of separating 
the adult females of the various so-called varieties of A. maculipennis Meigen 
on morphological grounds, although the earlier stages, particularly the eggs, 
were mostly separable, and that Dr. Ungureanu’s observations were therefore 
of great interest. 


Mr. P. G. Shute said that 90% of the cases of malaria occurring in this 
country during the heavy outbreak after the 1914-1918 war were from the 
Thames estuary neighbourhood, and 95%-98% of the mosquitoes present of 
the maculipennis group were var. atroparvus, whereas inland 95% of the 
mosquitoes present were var. messeae, which is much less likely to attack man. 
Cases occurring in the 8.E. coastal area are potentially more dangerous because 
of the presence of atroparvus, whilst those cases occurring inland are much less 
likely to give rise to further cases because the only form of the maculupenms 
group which would be present is var. messeae. 


In addition, Miss Cynthia Longfield exhibited one male and two females of 
the dragonfly Coenagrion scitulum Rambur, a species new to the British list. 
These were taken by Mr. E. B. Pinniger and Miss Longfield in 8.E. Essex on 
the 21st July, 1946. Miss Longfield enlarged on the Continental distribution 
and the probability of the species being a British resident. 


Dr. B. P. Uvarov exhibited an immigrant specimen of the Migratory Locust, 
Locusta migratoria L., and said that a number of them were taken during 
August-September in southern England. He added that he was most anxious 
to obtain further records and specimens as their study might help to establish 
the extent of the immigration and its possible source. 


Mr. R. L. E. Ford exhibited a preserved larva of Sphina ligustri L. showing 
unusually heavy lateral stripes and a series of additional prominent spots of a 
similar coloration in a sublateral position below the spiracles. 


Mr. C. O. Hammond exhibited and commented on males of three rare 
migrant dragonflies: Sympetrum vulgatum L., S. fonscolombit Selys and 
S. flaveolum L., all taken at the same locality, near Enfield West, in J uly, 1946. 
He also exhibited a female of the very rare Dipteron Macronichia wngulans 
Pandelle taken on sallow at Wood Green on 18th August, 1946. 

N. D. Ritey, Hon. Secretary. 


ADMISSION OF FELLOWS. 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under Chapter 
XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-Laws and attends the meeting on 16th October, 1946, 
is requested to inform the Society before 5.15 p.m. on that date. 


The next Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 6th November, 1946, at 5.30 
p.m. 


